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Funding Applications

Rural Development Programme 2007-2013

SWARD is inviting funding applications under Measure 3.5 (Phase 3 – Implementation of Actions) of the Rural Development Programme in the South West Area (Cookstown, Fermanagh and Magherafelt District Council areas and Dungannon and South Tyrone Borough Council area).

The maximum grant available per settlement is £50,000.  Applications are welcome from individual settlements or clusters of village like settlements that meet the eligibility criteria.  Collaborative applications per district are also welcome and must not exceed the maximum allocation available per settlement.  

The measure is open to any Private Sector Business at a maximum grant rate of 50% of eligible costs.  It is open to any Social Economy Enterprise, Public Sector Organisation, or Community Based Organisation at a grant rate of 75% of eligible costs.
To be eligible for consideration under Measure 3.5 valid settlements must have a population of 50 - 4,500 (as identified by the Census 2001) and applicants submitting an application on behalf of a settlement must:

· have a strategic and integrated village action plan reviewed, updated or completed within the last 12 months through a demonstrable village planning process;
· be able to demonstrate how their integrated village action plan is representative and inclusive of key village stakeholders, has the endorsement of the settlement, and complements the Local Authority’s Strategic Priorities/Action Plan;

· demonstrate how the strategic priority action is eligible under RDP and is not the responsibility of another statutory body/agency;

· be able to demonstrate the capacity to implement the strategic action(s);

· provide evidence by way of written confirmation that match funding has been secured to implement the strategic action(s);

· demonstrate that any maintenance or update issues are appropriately addressed so that implementation of strategic action(s) are appropriately managed and sustainable.

Please note that applications which fail to demonstrate that they meet these conditions will be deemed ineligible and rejected.

The overall priority is physical regeneration and enhancement; applications will be prioritised based on the following:

A. Design and/or implementation of small scale developments, re-imaging and other stand alone capital works identified as high priority actions within plans and deliverable within 9-12 months from approval, and 
B. Design and/or implementation of large scale projects, re-imaging and other stand alone capital works identified as  high priority actions as identified within plans and deliverable within 18-24 months from approval.
This measure will open on Thursday 24th November 2011 and close on Friday 3rd February 2012 at 12 noon. 
Click onto www.sward.org.uk for further details of how to apply, or contact the SWARD Programme Administrator, Gortalowry House, 94 Church Street, Cookstown, Co Tyrone, BT80 8HX, telephone number +44(0)28 8676 4714.
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